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Project Overview 
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ACADEMYOF PUBLIC 

ADMINISTRATION 

 

The National Academy of 

Public Administration (the 

Academy) is a non-profit, 

independent organization 

of top public management 

and organizational leaders 

who tackle the nation’s 

most critical and complex 

public management 

challenges.  With a 

network of more than 900 

distinguished Fellows and 

an experienced 

professional staff, the 

Academy is uniquely 

qualified and trusted across 

government to provide 

objective advice and 

practical solutions based 

on systematic research and 

expert analysis.   

Established in 1967 and 

chartered by Congress in 

1984, the Academy 

continues to make a 

positive impact by helping 

federal, state and local 

governments respond 

effectively to current 

circumstances and 

changing conditions.   

Learn more about the 

Academy and its work at 

www.NAPAwash.org 

BACKGROUND  

The advent of unmanned aircraft systems (UAS) presents important economic and 
social opportunities for the United States. A major contributor to the proliferation 
of UAS users in recent years is technological advancement in the ability to produce 
small unmanned aircraft (sUAS), those UAS weighing less than 55 pounds.  
Manufacturers can produce sUAS at lower costs, making them more affordable for 
consumers than ever.  As the number of sUAS increases over time, so do reports, 
including several highly publicized incidents, of potentially unsafe UAS 
encounters with manned aircraft and people on the ground.  Because UAS operate 
in the national airspace system (NAS), the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) 
has primary oversight responsibility for safe operations. 
 
Section 371 of the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) Reauthorization Act of 

2018 directs the Secretary of Transportation to enter into an agreement with the 

National Academy of Public Administration (the Academy) to conduct an 

assessment of the compliance with and effectiveness of the FAA’s registration 

program for small unmanned aircraft.   The assessment will specifically focus on 

the interim final rule on “Registration and Marking Requirements for Small 

Unmanned Aircraft” issued on December 16, 2015 (80 Fed. Reg. 78593). 

 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

As directed in the Reauthorization Act, the Academy will support the FAA with 
detailed examination of compliance with and the effectiveness of the interim final 
rule. This analysis, among other aspects, will include:  

 Whether the types and quality of information currently collected by the 
FAA under the registration program for small unmanned aircraft are well 
suited for monitoring performance. 

 The regulatory environment and organizational aspects of FAA’s program, 
and metrics to measure compliance with the interim final rule. 

 Examining how noncompliance is determined, including reporting 
processes to the FAA from state and local law enforcement. 
 

The Academy has assembled a Panel of Fellows to oversee and guide this study. 

Information on the Panel and study team is provided on the next page.  

 

Federal Aviation Administration 
Assessment of Compliance with and Effectiveness of Registration for Small 

Unmanned Aircraft 
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Janet Weiss (Chair)*, Mary C. Bromage Collegiate Professor of Business and Professor of 

Public Policy, Gerald R. Ford School of Public Policy, University of Michigan. Former Visiting 
Scholar, Trachtenberg School of Public Policy and Public Affairs, George Washington University; 
Visiting Professor, McCourt School of Public Policy, Georgetown University; Former positions with 
University of Michigan: Vice Provost for Academic Affairs; Dean, Rackham Graduate School. 
Former Fellow, Center for Advanced Study in the Behavioral Sciences, Stanford, CA; Former 
positions with School of Organization and Management and Institution for Social and Policy 
Studies, Yale University: Assistant Professor; Associate Professor. 

 
Anthony Scardino*, Managing Principal, Grant Thornton. Former Deputy Under Secretary 

(Acting) and Chief Financial Officer, United States Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department 
of Commerce. Former Chief Financial Officer, United States Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. 
Department of Commerce; Associate Chief Financial Officer for Budget, U.S. Department of Housing 
and Urban Development 

 
Cornelius Kerwin*, Former President, American University. Former Provost, American 

University. Former positions with School of Public Affairs, American University: Dean; Acting 
Dean; Professor: Assistant Professor; Associate Professor. 

 
Brodi Fontenot*, CEO, Fontenot Strategic Consulting LLC. Former Assistant Secretary for 

Management and Chief Financial Officer, U.S. Department of Treasury; Assistant Secretary for 
Administration and Senior Sustainability Officer, U.S. Department of Transportation; Deputy 
Assistant Secretary for Management and Budget, U.S. Department of Transportation; Budget 
Analyst for Transportation, Veterans’ Affairs, and Commerce and Housing Credit, United States 
Senate, Committee on the Budget; Analyst/Senior Analyst, U.S. Government Accountability Office. 

 
Jamie Winders, Chair and O'Hanley Faculty Scholar and Professor, Department of 

Geography, The Maxwell School of Citizenship and Public Affairs and Director of the Autonomous 
Systems Policy Institute, Syracuse University 
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