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Background

) o ) ) The Challenge: Steward Natural
As a nation, we have made significant progress reducing air and water Resources and Address Climate
pollution, managing waste materials, and preserving threatened species. In Change
the early 1970s, Congress enacted the modern environmental legal system As the nation’s industry and population
that delivered these changes from which we currently benefit, and now we grow, it is critical that the public,

) . nonprofit, and private sectors
must determine how best to meet the challenges of the 21st century. Given effectively steward natural resources
the litany of disasters in late summer 2020—including wild fires, hurricanes, and protect the environment for
d risi level dt ¢ i . ctant th that ourselves and future

and rising sea levels and temperatures—it is more important than ever tha generations. America’s natural
we rise to the occasion. All of these disparate disasters are related to climate resources—including our public
change and changing ecosystems, and the nation needs to take more lands—are a rich heritage that have

. made enormous contributions to our
aggressive measures to address them. economy, health, environment, and

Recommendations for 2021 society.

1. Optimize and expand federal research and demonstration on climate solutions
and technology to reduce greenhouse gas emissions.

2. Embrace natural infrastructure as a key contributor to climate research.

3. Coordinate and expedite renewable energy siting decisions to accelerate decarbonization of the power sector,
including a focus on siting on degrading lands.

4. Undertake a national effort to enhance forest health to build resilience to wildfire, enhance natural carbon storage, and
strengthen habitats.

5. Improve federal coordination across federal agencies with states, tribes, and local governments.

Additional Resources

These resources provide additional information and recommendations in the line with the Election 2020 Paper,
Steward Natural Resources and Address Climate Change: An Agenda for 2021

The Academy: Election 2020: Steward Natural Resources and Address Climate Change

The Academy: Roundtable: Steward Natural Resources and Address Climate
Change

The Academy: New Systems of Governance are Needed to Address Climate
Change

GAO: Climate Resilience: A Strategic Investment Approach for High-Priority
Projects Could Help Target Federal Resources
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GAO: Climate Change: Analysis of Reported Federal Funding

GAO: Limiting the Federal Government's Fiscal Exposure by Better Managing Climate Change Risks


https://www.napawash.org/grandchallenges/blog/election-2020-steward-natural-resources-and-address-climate-change
https://www.napawash.org/grandchallenges/blog/roundtable-steward-natural-resources-and-address-climate-change
https://www.napawash.org/grandchallenges/blog/roundtable-steward-natural-resources-and-address-climate-change
https://www.napawash.org/grandchallenges/blog/new-systems-of-governance-are-needed-to-address-climate-change
https://www.napawash.org/grandchallenges/blog/new-systems-of-governance-are-needed-to-address-climate-change
https://www.gao.gov/products/GAO-20-127
https://www.gao.gov/products/GAO-20-127
https://www.gao.gov/products/GAO-18-223
https://www.gao.gov/highrisk/limiting_federal_government_fiscal_exposure/why_did_study
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Bob Perciasepe, President, Center for Climate and Energy Solutions.

Nicole Darnall, Associate Dean and Professor of Management and Public Policy, School of Sustainability, Arizona State
University.

Bill Drayton, Chair and Chief Executive Officer, Fund for Innovation and Public Service.

Daniel Fiorino, Executive in Residence, Department of Public Administration and Policy, School of Public Affairs,
American University.

Jay Fisette, Managing Principal, DMV Strategic Advisors.
Stan Meiburg, Director, Graduate Studies in Sustainability, Wake Forest University.
Susan Offutt, Consultant, Former Chief Economist, U.S. Government Accountability Office.

Barry Rabe, J. Ira and Nicki Harris Family Professor of Public Policy and Arthur F. Thurnau Professor of Environmental
Policy at the Gerald R. Ford School of Public Policy, University of Michigan.

Lynn Scarlett, Global Managing Director of Public Policy, The Nature Conservancy.

Academy Staff

Joseph P. Mitchell, 111, Director of Strategic Initiatives and International Programs, National Academy of Public Admin-
istration.

James Higgins, Research Associate for Grand Challenges in Public Administration, National Academy of Public Admin-
istration.

Taylor Thomas, University of Maryland, current Senior majoring in Public Policy and Theatre.

Benjamin Feldman, Cornell University, current Junior majoring in Governance and Political Influence.


https://www.napawash.org/fellows/our-fellows/robert-perciasepe-1
https://www.napawash.org/fellows/our-fellows/nicole-darnall
https://www.napawash.org/fellows/our-fellows/mr-william-drayton
https://www.napawash.org/fellows/our-fellows/dr-daniel-j-fiorino
https://www.napawash.org/fellows/our-fellows/dr-daniel-j-fiorino
https://www.napawash.org/fellows/our-fellows/dr-daniel-j-fiorino
https://www.napawash.org/fellows/our-fellows/jay-fisette/
https://www.napawash.org/fellows/our-fellows/stan-meiburg
https://www.napawash.org/fellows/our-fellows/ms-susan-offutt/
https://www.napawash.org/fellows/our-fellows/dr-barry-g-rabe
https://www.napawash.org/fellows/our-fellows/lynn-scarlett

